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This Part III of  the Project Formulation Report for the Epupa Feasibility Report is termed Comparative Environmental Assessment for good reasons; it is truly only one of the many steps needed in the overall EIA process for the Epupa study. It primarily concentrates on identifying the preferred site among three alternative hydropower sites and is thus designed to meet the specific needs for environmental planning at this point in the Epupa study. Focused environmental activities commenced with the Pre-Feasibility Study preceding this contract and will continue for as long as the Epupa Project is being considered, possibly implemented and in that case long into its operational period. The Flow Chart of Ongoing EIA-Process shown overleaf illustrates the key environmental events involved and shows the phase now reported on with a coloured background.





Namibia’s evolving environmental legislation with its Environmental Assessment Policy of January 1995 and international EIA practices underpin the environmental work being carried out on this feasibility study. As it leads up to critical strategic decisions for future energy development in both Namibia and Angola, the assessments have to address both policy, programme and project level questions. To meet these requirements within the reality of the study plan and its constraints, specific approaches have been developed to, at this stage, home in on comparing the particular difference in adverse environmental impacts associated with each alternative. Mitigation and enhancement potentials, monitoring needs, valuation of environmental effects and comparison with alternative energy forms are being dealt with in the full EIA for the chosen site alternative. The material is presented so as to ensure transparent analysis and facilitate the Client’s ability to review the background for the Consultants’ recommendations.





The environmental studies are being carried out by an independent team whose findings and recommendations are integrated with the technical, economic and financial studies to form comprehensive recommendations to the Client. The present Comparative Environmental Assessment is an interim result of extensive studies carried out by national and international experts whose work will eventually be published with the full EIA. Some special studies are still being undertaken, but interim findings have enabled the identification of critical environmental features for three selected project layout alternatives to facilitate the Consultants’ recommendation as to the site to be chosen for full feasibility study and EIA.





For ease of reading the ensuing report and its many references to geographical features, a map of the Cunene River Basin and its regional setting has been inserted with this Preface. Further details of geographical nature can be found by consulting detailed maps in Part II, Technical/Economic Site Assessment, Main Report with specific reference to Figure 11.1.
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